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“Integration of Microglial Cells in Germinal 
Zones of the Prenatal Cerebral Cortex” 
The Noctor laboratory studies perinatal development of the 
cerebral cortex in the context of neurodevelopmental disorders. 
Current work investigates: (1) neural-immune interactions in the 
prenatal brain that regulate the function of neural precursor cells; 
(2) cortical development in nonhuman primates; and (3) function of 
neural precursor cells in animal models of neurodevelopmental 
diseases. Together this work explores how temporal and 
environmental factors intersect with maternal immune status to 
impact development of the fetal cerebral cortex. 
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