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Research 
Dr. David Evans is a virologist with diverse interests in poxvirus biology 
as well as a former research administrator. His career has focused on 
the study of poxviruses with special expertise in virus recombination, 
anti-poxviral drugs, and replication. His work is supported by a network 
of collaborations and commercial contracts and his academic studies 
have been funded by Canada’s MRC and CIHR since 1990. Dr. Evans 
has also demonstrated a longstanding interest in research translation. 
His study of the enzymes catalyzing vaccinia virus strand joining 
reactions led to the invention of a recombineering technology that 
underpins InFusion® cloning kits, and more recently his research has 
focused on developing oncolytic viruses for treating cancer as well as 
methods for assembling synthetic and recombinant Orthopoxviruses. He 
has applied for, or holds, international patents relating to these and 
other technologies. Drs. Evans has also accumulated many years of 
service on grant panels. He was a longstanding member of the WHO 
smallpox advisory committee and also consults privately. 
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