
 
 
 
 
 

MMI 291 Seminar Series 
Current Theme: Interdisciplinary Research 
Fall Quarter 2023 – CRN 41342 
 

Friday Seminar at 12:10-1 p.m. 
GBSF Auditorium, Room 1005 

“Targeting crosstalk between gut microbes and 
the environment to prevent gastrointestinal 
cancers." 

 
 
Research / Bio 
Dr. Christopher Gaulke is an assistant professor in the Department of Pathobiology 
at the University of Illinois Urbana Champaign. He received his Ph.D. in 
Microbiology from the University of California Davis, working on the viral 
pathogenesis and viral interactions with the gut innate immune system and 
commensal microbes. He received postdoctoral training at Oregon State 
University for developing computational approaches to manage, analyze, and 
integrate massive volumes of multi’omics sequence data. Dr. Gaulke’s research 
spans clinical and basic sciences leveraging high-throughput screens, statistical 
modeling, and cutting- edge molecular techniques to identify stimuli capable of 
disturbing the taxonomic, genetic, and metabolic composition of mucosal 
microbiomes. By integrating host physiological and immunological measures in 
these studies, they detect interactions between microbiome operation and host 
physiology that underpin health and disease with the ultimate aim of applying this 
information to develop microbe based therapeutic interventions. 
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We hope to see you there! 
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