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With Gratitude
This day marks a significant milestone at the Betty Irene Moore School 
of Nursing—the graduation of the school’s inaugural class of master’s-
degree students. The generosity and commitment of the Gordon and 
Betty Moore Foundation, the UC Davis leadership and the school’s 
faculty, staff, advisers, friends, partners and supporters enabled us to 
reach this juncture. The Betty Irene Moore School of Nursing, founded 
in 2009, grew out of the shared vision of UC Davis and the Gordon 
and Betty Moore Foundation. Today, as we celebrate the school’s first 
graduates, you will hear the perspectives of the leaders involved in 
creating this vision.

The Betty Irene Moore School of Nursing welcomed its inaugural classes 
of master’s-degree and doctoral students in fall 2010. We congratulate 
the 25 master’s students who began their studies two years ago and 
graduate today. They leave an indelible mark as the Betty Irene Moore 
School of Nursing inaugural master’s-degree class and we eagerly 
anticipate the influence they will have as they launch the next phase of 
their careers.

The entire Betty Irene Moore School of Nursing team extends its 
heartfelt appreciation to all who have supported the school from 
its outset to today’s inaugural graduation celebration. Your ongoing 
contributions are critical to the school’s continued success. Together, we 
are unleashing the power and passion of nursing.

Betty Irene Moore School of Nursing Founding Faculty

Heather M. Young, Associate Vice Chancellor for Nursing and Dean
Deborah H. Ward, Associate Dean

Jill G. Joseph, Associate Dean for Research

Ester Carolina Apesoa-Varano
Debra Bakerjian

Jeri L. Bigbee
Mary Lou de Leon Siantz

Holli A. DeVon
Kenneth W. Kizer

Lois Miller
Jann Murray-Garcia

Alberto Odor
Peter Reed

Elena O. Siegel



Program
P r o c e ssi   o n a l

W e l c o m e

Heather M. Young  
Associate Vice Chancellor for Nursing, UC Davis 
Dean, Betty Irene Moore School of Nursing

A  C o n v e r s a t i o n  Am  o n g  t h e  F o u n d e r s

Frances Patmon
Discussion Moderator
Inaugural Doctoral Student 

Ann Bonham
Chief Scientific Officer, Association of American Medical Colleges 
Executive Associate Dean, UC Davis School of Medicine, 2005-2009 
Interim Associate Vice Chancellor for Nursing, UC Davis, 2007-2008

Helen Kim
Chief Program Officer, Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, 2003-2007 

Ed Penhoet
Trustee, Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation 
President, Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, 2004-2007

Claire Pomeroy
Chief Executive Officer, UC Davis Health System
Vice Chancellor for Human Health Sciences, UC Davis
Dean, School of Medicine 

c o n t in  u e d  o n  b a c k 



Program
c o n t i n u e d

S t u d e n t  R e m a r ks

Daphene Francis
Gerard Padilla
Inaugural Nursing Science and Health-Care Leadership Master of Science Students

S t u d e n t  E x c e l l e n c e  Aw  a r d s

Elena O. Siegel
Assistant Professor, Betty Irene Moore School of Nursing

S t u d e n t  R e c o g ni  t i o n

Deborah H. Ward
Associate Dean, Betty Irene Moore School of Nursing

Betty Irene Moore School of Nursing Faculty

C l o sin   g  R e m a r ks

Dean Heather M. Young

R e c e ssi   o n a l

o n a l

Reception to follow 
outside the ballrooms



The Graduating 
Class of 2012

Nursing Science and Health-Care Leadership, Master of Science 
S t u d e n t s ,  T h e s e s ,  A d v i s e r s  a n d  A w a r d s

Eileen Andrae
Assessing The Health Literacy of Heart 

Failure Patients—A Pilot Study
Deborah H. Ward 

Ren Bee
Flight Nursing: What Is It And Why 

Are Nurses Leaving?
Ester Carolina Apesoa-Varano

Kay Behan 
Transitions of Care: Improving the 

Hospital Discharge Process
Deborah H. Ward 

Suzanne Beshore
Factors That Influence Timely Access 

to Orthodontic Care For Children 
with Cleft Lip and Palate Preparing 
for Alveolar Bone Grafting

Deborah H. Ward

MaryBeth Burrell
A Case Study: Fostering Leadership of 

Champion Nurses For IHI Bundle 
Implementation with Graduate 
Student Collaboration

Jill G. Joseph

Amy Doroy
Building Strong Teams: Effects of a 

Medical Student/R.N. Shadowing 
Experience

Jann Murray-Garcia

Priscilla Duarte
Mobilization of Ventilated Patients in 

the Intensive Care Unit: Patient 
Disposition

Deborah H. Ward

Therese Frank
Culture of Safety: Beyond the Safety 

Survey—A Cross-sectional, Mixed 
Methods Study

Deborah H. Ward

Daphene Francis
Exploring the Health Perceptions 

and Health Experiences of First 
Generation Black Caribbean 
Immigrant Women in the U.S.

Ester Carolina Apesoa-Varano
Jennie W. Gardner Nursing Scholarship

Jody Johnson
A School Nurse Toolkit For Early 

Identification, Treatment and 
Management of Children with 
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder

Deborah H. Ward

Charles Johnston
Community Based Advanced Care 

Planning Education for Older 
Adults—Ensuring a Voice in Health 
Care Decisions: A Pilot Study

Debra Bakerjian
Senior Citizens of Davis Award

Laura Jones
Analysis of an Electronic Patient-

centered Communication Model 
to Improve Transitions of Care 
and Communications Across the 
Community Care Team Working 
with Chronically Ill Seniors

Debra Bakerjian
Constant M. and Tempest B. van 

Vlierden Scholarship in Nursing 
Senior Citizens of Davis Award



T h e  G r a d u a t i n g 
C l a s s  o f  2 0 1 2  |  c o n t i n u e d

Linda Luna
Barriers and Facilitators to Accessing  

Quality Healthcare for Women 
Farmworkers in a Northern 
California Region: A Qualitative 
Study

Ester Carolina Apesoa-Varano

Mary Manaloto
Employee Perspectives of Health 

Flexible Spending Accounts: 
Cultural Barriers and Facilitators

Debra Bakerjian

Sanaz Martin
Exploring the Health Houses Network: 

Iran and Mississippi—A Cross-
sectional Qualitative Study

Deborah H. Ward

Jennifer Mattice
Evaluation of a Tool for Debriefing 

Following Simulation Education
Deborah H. Ward

Maureen Murphy
Increasing the Sensitivity of Trauma 

Triage Guidelines for Older Adults: 
An Analysis of Frequently Used 
Triage Criteria and Common 
Outcome Measures

Elena O. Siegel

Gerard Padilla
Knowledge Acquisition and Sharing 

Between Expert and Novice 
Nurses in the ICU 

Ester Carolina Apesoa-Varano

Keran Raju
Geriatric Nursing Shortage: Examining 

Facilitators and Barriers Through 
the Experience of a Novice Nurse

Debra Bakerjian
Quinby-Young Scholarship for  

Healthy Aging

Arlette Rogers
Insight into a Rural Heterogeneous 

Cancer Support Program
Deborah H. Ward

Mary Spelis
Are Health Care Professionals Ready 

to Teach? The Knowledge, Skills, 
and Attitudes of Hospital Health 
Care Professionals Related to 
Patient and Family Teaching

Elena O. Siegel

Gretchen Spickler
The Role of Primary Care Nursing in 

Correctional Health Care
Deborah H. Ward

Oleg Teleten
Colorectal Cancer: Knowledge, 

Beliefs and Attitudes Among the 
Community in Sacramento

Ester Carolina Apesoa-Varano
Pat and Charles Fullerton Pain 

Medicine Nursing Scholarship

Kim Whitney
Culture of Safety: Beyond the Safety 

Survey—A Cross-sectional, Mixed 
Methods Study

Deborah H. Ward

Terri Wolf
Men’s Experiences of Head and Neck 

Cancer: Role Disruption, Identity 
Changes, and Illness Work

Ester Carolina Apesoa-Varano
Pat and Charles Fullerton Pain 

Medicine Nursing Scholarship


