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How to Search for 
& Apply to State Jobs

MPH Alumni Board
Image: California State Library

How to Apply for a State Job

•Step 1: Sign in to your CalCareer Account

•Step 2: Take and Pass an Examination

•Step 3: Search and Apply for Jobs

MPH Alumni Board“Careers in Health” | How to Search for & Apply to State Jobs

https://www.jobs.ca.gov
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Step 1: Your CalCareer Account

MPH Alumni Board“Careers in Health” | How to Search for & Apply to State Jobs

https://youtu.be/yER_7P7k2Ro

Step 2: Taking an Exam

MPH Alumni Board“Careers in Health” | How to Search for & Apply to State Jobs

https://youtu.be/J9STRabaDV8
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Step 3: Applying for a Job

MPH Alumni Board“Careers in Health” | How to Search for & Apply to State Jobs

https://youtu.be/h98MUb0NkHk

State Jobs Website: Applying

MPH Alumni Board“Careers in Health” | How to Search for & Apply to State Jobs
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Duty Statement

MPH Alumni Board“Careers in Health” | How to Search for & Apply to State Jobs

Duty statements 
are specific to the 
vacant position!

State Jobs Website: Tools

MPH Alumni Board“Careers in Health” | How to Search for & Apply to State Jobs

https://www.jobs.ca.gov/Public/Tools/ToolsMain.aspx
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State Jobs Website: Glossary

MPH Alumni Board“Careers in Health” | How to Search for & Apply to State Jobs

https://www.jobs.ca.gov/Public/GeneralInfo/Glossary.aspx

Useful Terms to Know:

• Application (STD 678)
• Continuous (Filing Type)
• Eligibility
• Eligible List
• Examination (Exam)
• Job Specifications
• List Life
• List Score

• Minimum 
Qualifications (MQs)

• Open Exam
• Scoring and Ranking
• Take and 

Successfully Pass
• Test Type
• Vacancy

Things I wished I had known…

• Advanced degree does not guarantee 
eligibility for vacant positions

• The State job search and application process 
can take a long time

• Applying to State jobs consists of a “multi-
part” process

• Really understand what is required

• Take initiative during this entire process

MPH Alumni Board“Careers in Health” | How to Search for & Apply to State Jobs
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Resources

MPH Alumni Board“Careers in Health” | How to Search for & Apply to State Jobs

• CalCareer Questions
(866) 844-8671
Email: CalCareer@calhr.ca.gov

• CalHR Main Webpage
http://www.calhr.ca.gov/Pages/home.aspx

• UCD ICC Government Jobs Webpage
https://icc.ucdavis.edu/find/resources/online-job-
search/government.htm

MPH Alumni Board

Questions?

“Careers in Health” | How to Search for & Apply to State Jobs

Dan Woo, MPH, MS
UC Davis MPH Alumni Board / 
CA Department of Public Health
djwoo@ucdavis.edu

Thank you!
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State Jobs Website: Searching

MPH Alumni Board“Careers in Health” | How to Search for & Apply to State Jobs

https://www.jobs.ca.gov/Public/JobVacancySearch.aspx

State Jobs Website: Applying

MPH Alumni Board“Careers in Health” | How to Search for & Apply to State Jobs

https://www.jobs.ca.gov/Public/JobVacancySearchResults.aspx
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CDPH: Current Open Examinations

MPH Alumni Board“Careers in Health” | How to Search for & Apply to State Jobs

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/SERVICES/JOBS/PAGES/CURRENTOPENEXAMINATIONS.ASPX

CDPH: Current Open Examinations

MPH Alumni Board“Careers in Health” | How to Search for & Apply to State Jobs

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/services/jobs/Documents/ContinueOpen/Health%20Program%20Specialist%20I%201-28-16.pdf
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CalHR Website

MPH Alumni Board“Careers in Health” | How to Search for & Apply to State Jobs

http://www.calhr.ca.gov/Pages/home.aspx

CalHR Website

MPH Alumni Board“Careers in Health” | How to Search for & Apply to State Jobs

http://www.calhr.ca.gov/state-hr-professionals/Pages/job-descriptions.aspx
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CalHR Website

MPH Alumni Board“Careers in Health” | How to Search for & Apply to State Jobs

http://www.calhr.ca.gov/state-hr-professionals/pages/8337.aspx

Online Demo

MPH Alumni Board“Careers in Health” | How to Search for & Apply to State Jobs

https://jobs.ca.gov/Public/CreateNewAccount.aspx
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State Jobs Website: Standard App

MPH Alumni Board“Careers in Health” | How to Search for & Apply to State Jobs

https://www.jobs.ca.gov/Public/Tools/ToolsMain.aspx

State Jobs Website: Standard App

MPH Alumni Board“Careers in Health” | How to Search for & Apply to State Jobs

https://www.jobs.ca.gov/pdf/std678.pdf


