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Dr. Gandara provides expert knowledge and award-winning patient interaction skills designed to

present and interpret complex concepts such as molecular testing in language easily understood by

patients and their care givers. He has been acknowledged by patient advocacy groups for this

expertise, including presentations through the Addario Lung Cancer Foundation Living Room, a

highly regarded patient interaction group. His shared decision-making paradigm with patients is a

model used in physician educational programs.

Philosophy of Care

Dr. David Gandara is a clinician-scientist and lung cancer specialist internationally recognized for

his expertise in thoracic cancers (lung cancer), cancer drug development and biomarker

development. He delivers patient care through a second opinion clinic in thoracic cancers,

specializing in video visits for patients from remote areas and offering expertise in diagnostics,

including circulating tumor DNA and next generation sequencing for identification of driver tumor

oncogenes, and advice and ongoing interaction with primary oncologists.

Clinical Interests

Dr. Gandara's research interests focus on developmental therapeutics of new anti-cancer agents ,

biomarker development, as well as pre-clinical modeling and clinical research in lung cancer. He

has published over 450 peer-reviewed papers and reviews. He is the principal investigator on an

cancer therapeutics award from the National Cancer Institute (NCI), where he leads an

interdisciplinary team of clinical oncologists, pharmacologists, molecular biologists and statisticians

in the conduct of clinical trials investigating new anti-cancer agents in a variety of novel drug

classes. He is also an expert in the development and application of plasma DNA analysis and serves

as the Chief Medical Officer for the International Society of Liquid Biopsy.
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UC Davis Comprehensive Cancer Center, 2279 45th Street Sacramento, CA 95817

Phone: 916-734-5959
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Clinic Referral Phone: 916-703-5210

Physician Referrals: 800-4-UCDAVIS (800-482-3284)

Education M.D., University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston, Galveston TX 1973

B.A., Zoology, University of Texas, Austin TX 1969

Internships Internal Medicine, Madigan Army Medical Center, Tacoma WA 1973-1976

Residency Internal Medicine, Madigan Army Medical Center, Tacoma WA 1973-1976

Fellowships Hematology/Oncology, Letterman Army Medical Center, Presidio of San Francisco CA 1976-1978

Board Certifications American Board of Internal Medicine

American Board of Internal Medicine, Medical Oncology

California Board of Quality Medical Assurance

Texas State Board of Medical Examiners

Professional Memberships Alpha Omega Alpha

American College of Physicians, Fellow

American Medical Association

American Society for Cancer Research

American Society of Hematology

Multinational Association for Supportive Care in Cancer

Secretary-Treasurer and member of the Board of Directors of the American Society of Clinical

Oncology (ASCO)

Secretary-Treasurer and member of the Board of Directors of the International Association for the

Study of Lung Cancer (IASLC)

Honors and Awards Trajectory Achievement Award, International Society for Liquid Biopsy, 2020

IASLC-LALCA Outstanding Scientific Committee Contribution Award, 2020

Honorary Member, ECO Foundation (Madrid, Spain), 2018

Top Cancer Doctors, Newsweek Health, 2015

Addario Lung Cancer Foundation Collaborative Research Award, 2014
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