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My philosophy of care is that every patient deserves the care that best fits them and their family. I

believe that the parents of ill and injured children are vital to the care process and to deciding what

is right for their child, and always strive to make shared decisions with parents and patients. There

is no such thing as minor surgery for a child or their family, and my goal is to help families

through what is always a challenging time by providing support, guidance, honesty, and

reassurance that their child is in great hands at UC Davis.

Philosophy of Care

Dr. Kohler is a pediatric general surgeon who cares for children from birth to adulthood with a

wide variety of surgical problems using advanced techniques such as minimally invasive surgery.

He has a particular interest in pediatric trauma, including ways to reduce the number of injured

children who need operations, minimizing opioid use after injuries and operations, and preventing

injuries through education and advocacy. He particularly enjoys working with children with

special needs, including autism.

Clinical Interests

Dr. Kohler's research centers on communications between physicians, parents, and patients. He is

particularly interested in decision making and decision supports for rural physicians managing

common pediatric surgical problems, such as umbilical hernias, opioid prescribing, and minor

injuries. He has developed a number of connected learning solutions using telementoring, videos,

and interactive teaching tools to improve communications between primary care providers and

specialists, and between doctors and patients.

Research/Academic Interests

Title Medical Director, Pediatric Trauma

Associate Professor, Department of Surgery

Specialty Pediatric Surgery, Surgery - Pediatric

Department Surgery

Division Fetal Care and Treatment Center

Pediatric Surgery

Center/Program Affiliation UC Davis Children's Hospital

Trauma Program

Address/Phone UC Davis Children's Hospital, 2315 Stockton Blvd. Sacramento, CA 95817

Phone: 800-282-3284

Additional Phone Clinic Phone: 916-734-7844

Clinic Phone: 916-453-2180

Clinic Fax: 916-453-2373

https://www.ucdmc.ucdavis.edu/surgery/
https://www.ucdmc.ucdavis.edu/children/
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Physician Referrals: 800-4-UCDAVIS (800-482-3284)

Email jekohler@ucdavis.edu

Education M.D., University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine, Chicago IL 2005

M.A., Health Communications, Emerson College, Boston MA 2009

Sc.B., Brown University, Providence RI 1999

Internships General Surgery, University of Washington, Seattle WA 2005-2006

Residency General Surgery, University of Washington, Seattle WA 2006-2013

Fellowships Pediatric Surgery, University of Chicago, Chicago IL 2013-2015

Board Certifications American Board of Surgery - General Surgery

American Board of Surgery - Pediatric Surgery

Professional Memberships American Academy of Pediatrics

American College of Surgeons

American Pediatric Surgical Association

Association for Academic Surgery (AAS)

Eastern Association for the Surgery of Trauma

Pediatric Trauma Society

Surgical Infection Society

Honors and Awards Junior Faculty Scholar, Bucksbaum Institute for Clinical Excellence, University of Chicago, 2013,

2014, 2015

American College of Surgeons Resident Research Fellowship, 2007, 2008, 2009

Schilling Resident Research Fellow Prize, Department of Surgery, University of Washington, 2007

Graduation with Honors, University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine, 2005

Pritzker Leadership Award, for outstanding extracurricular accomplishments. University of

Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine, 2005

Association for Academic Surgery Student Research Award. University of Chicago Pritzker School

of Medicine, 2005

Arnold P. Gold Foundation Humanism in Medicine Essay Contest, Second Prize for “Burn In”,

2005

Chicago Center of Excellence for Health Promotion Economics (CCEHPE) Pre-Doctoral

Fellowship, for research in the cost effectiveness of video in health promotion, 2005

Alpha Omega Alpha, 2004
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Calvin Fentress Research Award, awarded to ten University of Chicago senior medical students for

outstanding research, 2004

American Gastroenterological Association Student Research Fellowship – “Isolation of factors

produced by stressed intestinal epithelia which are capable of inducing virulence in Pseudomonas

aeruginosa”, 2004
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