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Paul Sieving, MD, PhD, is Professor of Ophthalmology at the UC Davis. He is recognized

internationally for his expertise in clinical conditions of genetic retinal and macular degeneration.

These can affect all ages from birth through childhood to adult. They are termed Inherited Retinal

Dystrophies (IRD) and include retinitis pigmentosa, Stargardt macular degeneration, cone-rod

degeneration and other retinal genetic conditions. He specializes in diagnosing patients with these

conditions and works with them to understand their clinical course and consequences. These

conditions can be genetically inherited and have family implications, and the medical evaluation

may include DNA genotyping to search for the genetic cause. Additional specialized testing

includes the electroretinogram (ERG), visual field sensitivity, and retinal imaging studies of rod and

cone photoreceptors using adaptive optics photography and OCT imaging. Dr. Sieving limits his

practice to IRD conditions and does not accept patients with diabetic retinopathty or inflammatory

conditions.

Clinical Interests

Dr. Sieving’s research focuses on working with patients who have genetic retinal diseases and on

developing laboratory approaches to repairing injured retinal cells and tissues. He works to

understand eye diseases toward developing therapies for inherited retinal dystrophies. He

established the Center for Ocular Regenerative Therapy (CORT) at UC Davis Health in 2020.

CORT physicians and scientists are developing gene and stem cell therapies for these conditions.

He currently is conducting a human gene therapy clinical trial for X-Linked Retinoschisis (XLRS)

disease. Dr. Sieving holds elected membership in the National Academy of Medicine USA, in 2006,

and in the German Academy of Science in 2013. He has published more than 250 scientific papers

and book chapters. He previously was Director of the National Eye Institute at NIH.
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Research Director, Department of Ophthalmology
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Address/Phone Lawrence J. Ellison Ambulatory Care Center, Ophthalmology Clinic-Eye Center, 4860 Y St. Suite

2400 Sacramento, CA 95817

Phone: 916-734-6602

Additional Phone Clinic Fax: 916-734-6197

Clinic Referral Phone: 916-734-6602

Physician Referrals: 800-4-UCDAVIS (800-482-3284)

Education M.D., University of Illinois College of Medicine, Chicago IL 1978

Ph.D., Biomedical Engineering, University of Illinois Graduate School, Chicago IL 1981

M.S., Nuclear Physics, Yale University, New Haven CT 1973

J.D. Degree Program, Law, Yale Law School, New Haven CT 1973-1974

B.A., Valparaiso University, Valparaiso IN 1970

Internships University of Illinois College of Medicine, Chicago IL 1978-1979

Residency Ophthalmology, University of Illinois College of Medicine, Chicago IL 1979-1982

Fellowships Ophthalmology/Inherited Retinal Dystrophies, Harvard Medical School/Massachusetts Eye and Ear

Infirmary, Boston MA 1984-1985

Ophthalmology / Retinal Physiology, UC San Francisco, San Francisco CA 1982-1984

Board Certifications American Board of Ophthalmology

Professional Memberships American Academy of Ophthalmology

ClinGen - Clinical Domain Working Groups, X-linked Inherited Retinal Disease Variant Curation

Expert Panel

European Research Network (ERN) – EYE, Advisory Committee

German National Academy of Science

Institute of Molecular and Clinical Ophthalmology - Advisory Board, Basel, Switzerland

U.S. National Academy of Medicine

Honors and Awards Distinguished Service Award, American Academy of Ophthalmology, 2020

SOI Honorary Award in Ophthalmology, Societa Oftalmologica Italiana, Milan, Italy, 2016

German National Academy of Sciences, Elected, 2013

National Academy of Medicine, USA, Elected member, 2006

Pisart Vision Award, Lighthouse for the Blind International, New York, 2005
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