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For over 20 years I have worked with older patients and their families cope with the stress that

Alzheimer's disease and dementia causes. As an expert diagnostician, care consultant and therapist

I treat older adults' poor memory and thinking skills but also inform, educate and support families

as they reconstruct family networks of care.

Philosophy of Care

Dr. Johnson is a tenured Associate Professor of Neurology at University of California at Davis. He

possess expertise in clinical and neuropsychological assessment of healthy aging and dementia and

advanced longitudinal research methodology. As director of the UC Davis Alzheimer’s Disease

Center – East Bay San Francisco, he is responsible for the clinical-cognitive assessment, analysis,

and interpretation of over 400 older adult research participants. His primary academic interest is to

investigate the biologic bases of behavior that identify healthy aging and distinguish it from

dementia. Dr. Johnson's research program focuses on improving the sensitivity and specificity of

cognitive and biological markers of Alzheimer’s disease and on developing and testing clinical

interventions that inhibit disease progression. Fundamental to all of his research is a broad

appreciation of how dementia affects individuals as well as the social networks that support them.

He has published work (40 peer-reviewed manuscripts, 14 first authored, 15 senior authored)

reflects his specialty training in (1) Clinical Gerontology, (2) Neuropsychology, and (3) Neurology.

His work has contributed significantly to the detection of very early signs and component processes

of Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias. Currently he is a Principal Investigator of a five-

million dollar lifestyle intervention study investigating near and far biomarkers associated with the

development of both Alzheimer’s disease and Type-II diabetes. As a previous NIH Fogarty

International Center (FIC) awardee, he gained extensive experience in international (Central

America), multi-cultural investigations in cognitive aging. As director of the UC Davis ADRC

Outreach and Recruitment and Education Core, he applies these culturally competent patient

engagement strategies every day.

Clinical Interests

Dr. Johnson's decision to focus the Alzheimer’s Disease Center in the East Bay on African-American

health disparities research and clinical service evolved easily. San Francisco continues to gentrify

and it has become an enclave of wealth. Its middle and working classes have fled the city for the

East Bay which has become the home for people of color in the bay area. By result, our catchment

in the East Bay is the most diverse in Northern California. Focusing the center to serve this

catchment is synthetic (1) with UC Davis' spirit of community and diversity, (2) with the National

Institute of Aging's focus to include greater numbers of minority participants in clinical research

and (3) his personal career objective to understand health disparities among low resourced aging

families. He has organized his hiring, recruiting and administrative strategy to support this

rebranding of the East Bay ADC to support these families and enhance our diversity themed
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research. Dr. Johnson continues to be excited about his move to UC Davis, because the university’s

priorities dove tails with his own research experience and expertise. He looks forward to growing

research, clinical practice and service across the greater UC Davis community.

Title Clinical Professor

Specialty Alzheimer's Disease, Dementia, Neuropsychology

Department Neurology

Division Neurology

Clinic Alzheimer's Disease Center

Address/Phone UC Davis Alzheimer's Center/VA Center, East Bay Alzheimer's Disease Clinic, 100 North Wiget

Lane Suite 150 Walnut Creek, CA 94598

Phone: 925-357-6515

Additional Phone Clinic Phone: 925-357-6515

Clinic Fax: 925-703-7980

Physician Referrals: 800-4-UCDAVIS (800-482-3284)

Languages Spanish

Education M.A., Washington University in St. Louis, St. Louis MO 2001

Ph.D., Clinical Psychology, Washington University in St. Louis, St. Louis MO 2003

Clinical Postdoc, Neuropsych, Washington University School of Medicine, St. Louis MO 2004

B.A., Washington College in Maryland, Chestertown MD 1990

Internships Doctoral Internship in Clinical Psychology, St. Louis VA Medical Center, St. Louis MO 1996-2001

Residency Doctoral Training in Clinical Psychology, Aging and Neuropsychology tracks, Washington

University in St. Louis, St. Louis MO 1996-2001

Fellowships Research Instructor, Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center, Department of Neurology, Washington

University in St. Louis, St. Louis MO 2003-2007

Board Certifications California Board of Psychology, 2022

Kansas Board of Psychology, 2022

Missouri Board of Psychology, 2022

Professional Memberships American Psychological Association

https://www.ucdmc.ucdavis.edu/neurology/
https://health.ucdavis.edu/alzheimers
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Honors and Awards Ad Hoc Reviewer, National Institutes of Health Center for Scientific Research, 2019, 2020

National Institutes of Health Center for Scientific Research, Permanent Reviewer NIA-S, 2015,

2016, 2017, 2018, 2019

Invited Expert Testimony, California Legislature Committee on Aging and Disability, 2018

Invited Expert Testimony, Kansas Legislature Appropriations Committee, 2017

National Institutes of Health Center for Scientific Research, Early Career Reviewer, 2013, 2014,

2013
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