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Dr. Cooke’s philosophy of care motto is “Equality of Great Quality”. Dr. Cooke's theme Song is

“Land of Hope and Dreams”, by Bruce Springsteen & The E Street Band.

Philosophy of Care

Dr. Cooke specializes in complex general thoracic surgery, thoracic oncology with a special interest

in Lung Cancer and Esophageal Cancer, minimally invasive thoracic surgery, including Robotic

Surgery with special interest in Robotic Lung Surgery and Robotic Esophagectomy; interventional

bronchoscopy, including EBUS and navigational bronchoscopy; esophageal stenting; tracheal and

airway surgery; surgery for mesothelioma, surgical treatment of end-stage achalasia, hyperhidrosis

surgery, diaphragm plication and diaphragm pacing; complex esophageal reconstruction for

discontinuity.

Additional interests include student mentoring, and community engagement and leadership.

Clinical Interests

Dr. Cooke's research interests involve clinical studies including oncologic trials, surgical

outcomes/health services research, patient-centered outcomes research, translational research,

surgical education and medical social media. Dr. Cooke has authored over 100 scholarly products,

including peer-reviewed manuscripts and text-book chapters.

Research/Academic Interests

Title Professor and Founding Chief, Division of General Thoracic Surgery

Vice Chair for Faculty Development & Wellness

Director, General Thoracic Surgery Robotics Program

Program Director, Cardiothoracic Surgery Fellowship

Task-Force Chair, Comprehensive Lung Cancer Screening Program

Specialty Cancer, Surgery - Cardiothoracic, Surgery - Thoracic, Surgery - Robotic, Robotic Surgery

Department Surgery

Division Thoracic Surgery

Center/Program Affiliation Cardiovascular Services

UC Davis Comprehensive Cancer Center

UC Davis Medical Group

Center for Healthcare Policy and Research

Address/Phone UC Davis Medical Center - Cypress Building, 2221 Stockton Blvd. Suite 2112 Sacramento, CA

95817

Phone: 800-2-UCDAVIS

Additional Phone Clinic Phone: 916-734-3861

Physician Referrals: 800-4-UCDAVIS (800-482-3284)
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Education M.D., Harvard Medical School, Boston MA 1999

B.A., UC Berkeley, Berkeley CA 1994

Internships Surgery, Massachusetts General Hospital/Harvard Medical School, Boston MA 1999-2000

Residency Surgery, Massachusetts General Hospital/Harvard Medical School, Boston MA 2000-2006

Fellowships Cardiothoracic Surgery, Stanford University School of Medicine, Research Fellow, Stanford CA

2002-2004

Cardiothoracic Surgery, University of Michigan School of Medicine, Ann Arbor MI 2006-2008

Board Certifications American Board of Surgery

American Board of Thoracic Surgery, 2018

California DPH Fluoroscopy X-Ray Sup. and Operator

Professional Memberships American Association for Thoracic Surgery

Fellow, American College of Surgeons

Harvard Medical School Alumni Association

Massachusetts General Hospital Surgical Society

Society of Thoracic Surgeons

The International Society for Minimally Invasive Cardiothoracic Surgery

Thoracic Surgery Outcomes Research Network

Honors and Awards Elected to membership to the American Surgical Association, 2022

Elected to Board of Directors, American Board of Thoracic Surgery, 2021

UC Davis Health Diamond Doc Award – Patient Appreciation, 2021

Cancer Health Magazine; The Cancer Health 25: Black Lives Matter recognition, 2021

UC Davis Medical Center Chief of Staff Award, 2021
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