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Leonard Abbeduto, Ph.D.

Dr. Abbeduto’s research is focused broadly on the development of language across the lifespan in
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities and on the family context for language
development. Dr. Abbeduto has published more than 200 articles, chapters, reviews, and books on
fragile X syndrome, autism, Down syndrome, and child development. His program of research has
been funded nearly continuously by NIH since 1985. His current research is focused on
understanding variation in language outcomes in various conditions associated with intellectual
disability, the measurement of treatment effects in clinical trials, and the use of distance technology
to deliver behavioral treatment. He serves as Principal Investigator and Director of the NIH-funded
MIND Institute Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities Research Center (IDDRC), which
provides core support to more than 80 projects and 40 scientists at the UC Davis MIND Institute.
He also co-directs the UC Davis Redwood SEED Scholars program, which is a 4-year, residential,

inclusive college program for individuals with intellectual disabilities.
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Director, UC Davis MIND Institute
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Psychiatry
UC Davis MIND Institute

UC Davis MIND Institute, 2825 50th St. Sacramento, CA 95817

Phone: 916-703-0234
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Physician Referrals: 800-4-UCDAVIS (800-482-3284)
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Trisomy 21 Research Society

Honors and Awards ~ Edgar A. Doll Career Research Award, American Psychological Association (Division 33), 2017
Fellow, American Psychological Association (Division 33), 2014
Enid and William Rosen Research Award, National Fragile X Foundation, 2010
Distinguished Faculty Award, University of Wisconsin School of Education, 2008
Charles J. Anderson Professor of Education, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2008, 2009, 2010,
2011
Kellett Mid-Career Research Award, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2008
Fellow, American Association on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, 2000
Vilas Associates Award, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 1997, 1998
Emil H. Steiger Distinguished Teaching Award, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 1996
Faculty Stewardship Award, UC Davis, 2017
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